» I a, - » ® . .* % 
"AS TA J - _ » > © 
| ” — RT bW.. PEN 7 42_- 
k zm LOS 
% 4 e _ a 7; = = 41 
\ & 4 j A 4; i - 4 
- Þ 


REPRESENTATION | 
OF THE | 
RISE, PROGRESSE, 
AND STATE 


OF THE 


PRESENT DIVISIONS 


OF THE 


CHURCH 


SCOTLAND. 


ST+P 


LONDON, 
** Printed in the yeere 2 65 7+ 


OF THE 


Riſe, Progreſs, and State 


OF THE 
PRESENT DIVISION 
IN THE 


Churchof ScoTL AND. 


DN: © S the Diviton and rent that is now in our 
Age Church, (once beautitull and firong in its 
RE /x\ \ unity and harmony, as a City compa ro» 
J 3Y gether) is matter of ſad Jamentation to us; 
{o it is a ſharp ard bitter pain to our ſpi- 
rits, to be making any mention thereof, or 
laying out the ſame before any, except in mourning and 
ſupplications bcfore the Lord our God ; acknowledging 
his righteous and holy judgement therein ; confefling our 
provoking him togive us up to daſh one againſt another, 
by not humble p1izing cf his mercy, but rather carnally 
glorying and confiding in our furmer unity, and not im- 
proving it as we ought, for his glory, and the promoving 
of his inter«fts , and deprecating his wrath therein, lying 
ſo heavy upon us. We could heartily wiſh, that our breach, 
had it been the Lords good pleaſure,being removed ere now, 
cur diffcrerces had been buried in filence, and perpetual 
oblivion , rather then that we ſhould be neceſſitated, yer 
tO give an account thercof to the world : and we are fo 
much 


wn 


5 
much the more averſe kool . FW theſe our diffe. 
rences, divifions, and: the conſequences which have fol- 
lowed thereupon, and the eff-&s they have produced ; thac 
this cannot be done withour ſome, yet too juft reflef&ion 
upon brethren, and their praftices; with ſome of whom we 
have walked to the houſe of God in company, and whom 
we do ſtill love and refſpe&, fincerely wiſhing from our 
heatts, (as theLord knowetrh) that we might wich chem 
ſerve the Lord with one conſent. Neverthelefſe, confider. 
ing how much we, and the truth through our fides have 
ſuffered , through miſ-repreſentations that are made of 
the ſtate of onr diff-rences, and the foul afperolins caft 
upon this Church, and the ſervants and” Minifters of Jeſus 
Chriſt, who adhere to the publike judicacories thereof ; 
and contend for the preſervation of the government of rhe 
Chucch, in the due authority and ſubordination of judi- 


' catories, as by the good hand of our Godin his great mer- 


cy, they have been ſettled amongſt us, according to the 
Word of God: And perceiving that it is our Brethrens de- 
fagn in all chis, cicher that they may find wayes to proſe- 
cute ſome extraordinary and irregular courſe for remedy- 
ing of evils amongſtus; or at leaſt may keep matcers in 
the confufton and diſorder wherein they are,that men may 
do as ſeemeth good in their own eyes, in matters Eccleſ- 
aftick, without controulment from the Authoricy of the 
Eccleſiaftick judicatories : We are neceſlitatedfor the un- 
deceiving of theſe who deſire information, and for the ex- 
oneration and freeing of our ſelves of all conſequences that 
may follow in this Church, upon the continuance of our 
confufions through their mifin{formations, to give a true 
information, and lay open the ftate of our differences and 
preſent caſe of our Church. 

For chis end we {hall hold forth, n. The Riſe of our 
Diviſion, and-yhat were the matrers of our d:ff:rences, 
that ſo che true ftate of the controverfie b:twixc us anl 
our diſſenting brethren, may be kn9#n. 2. Some of the 
irregular courſes they have run into, and do prattice, for 


firengthening of cheir party and .fation. 3. What means: - 


we 


3) 
we have uſed, and what £ have condeſcended unto, te 
gain chem to uniona ndconjungion with us in the judica- 
tories of the Church, but withour any (uccefle, 

Seft.3. As for the firft head, We ſhall not trouble men 
with ripping up the ſecret atings of chat ſpiric of Diviſi- 
on (which art laſt _— in its own colours openly 
amongſt us) in ſome of them, while as we were yet going 
along together, and there was no breach between our 


breghren and us. Albeic it is moſt certain, that before, , 


even long before, that godly underſtanding men,who were 
upon publike judicatures, and had occafion to obſerve 
more neerly the wayes of ſome of our brethren ; diſcerned 
therein principles and deſigns tending to that which after- 
ward brake forth. But we ſhall not rip up theſe things ; 
The conception of che ſpirit of Diviſion was too long a 
being looked to, that it might have been cruſhed; ic was 
now come to ſuch maturiey, that it wanted but an oppor- 
tunity to break forth 3 which, for the puniſhment of the 
provocations of a finful generation, was by the holy diſ- 
p—_ of divine providence, quickly brought to paſs : 

or ſhortly after the froak upon this Nation at Dumber, 
cometh forth that Remonfſtrance, entituled, The Renou- 
firence of the Gentlemen Officers and Mmiſters, attending the 
Weſtern Forces, containing matters of great importance, 
and which was the firſt matter of our publike Church-dit- 
ferences, and did produce the firſt open rupture and Divi- 
fion in the judicatures. Concerning which, theſe things 
would be obſerved and confidered. 

1. It is from this evident, to all impartial ob- 
ſervers, That the Church judicatories were far from begin= 
ning this Diviſion, by any reſulutions of theirs (which 
are now Chargediupon us a$a deteftion, and whereof our 
Brethren do make ſo much uſe to carry on their d:hhgns) 
yea, they were not ſo much as an occation of this rupture: 
But white chey are abont their duty, and in the fimplicity 
of, their h« arts, weetling with the difficulties of che time 
on all bands ; Qur Brethren wich fome others, did: con- 
wive and bring to light this Remonſtrance, defiring the 
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concarrence of the Conroilibncrs of che Aﬀ:mbly in 
preſenting it to the State : And alb:it ic did contain ma- 
ny points of higheſt concerament, and contrary unto the 
conftant reſolutions of both Church and Srate (as is afcer 
to be cleared) yet they would not lay it afide for any in« 
\ rreaty, and join with their Brethren, and che reſt of the 
Nation z but did proſecute ic wich cagernefſe and inf + 
lence, and upon that acco'mt did att in a ſeparate way, 
trom the Jadicatories and Forces of this N ation, ill them- 
ſelves were broken, and the Church and Srare calt upon 


\ all the difficulties which after followed, and particularly 


upon theſe reſolutions which our Brethren do fo much 
condemn. 

23. If we conſider the matter of that Reman» 
ſtrance, it will yer further appear, that they began this rup» 
ture in the Church, and that not upon the account of the 
pablike reſolutions, which were not then in being : For 
in that Remonſtrance, they d» condzmn, and propund 
that there might be an overtacning of all the re{olutions 
of the Church and State, taken by them for ſecucing of 
Religion, in reference to the Supreme: M igiſtrate, and 
thatnot only all along, fince che beginning of our late 
Reformation, bur more eſpecially in the years 1649. and 
1650. afcer the State had been purged by the ſecluding of 
the Malignants, and the concluſi>ns agreed upon, were 
more ftci& thenany formerly ; yea, and thele who had 
a Chief hand in tha: R:nonftrance, were very ative in 
carrying on theſe publike conclufi »ns and dererminati- 
ons. From which ic is evident, that they did begin a 
rent, by departing from the received priaciples of this 
Church, yea, and fro:n what themſelves di4 formerly 
Judge a ſufficientſecarity eo the' cauſe of God, and a great 
mercy to obtain it: and accordingly, ſome of them were 
but a lictle before chiefly ative in cloſing Treaties and 
Franſa&:ons upon theſe principles, wito afterward endea- 
voured co averturn'them This my diſcover. to the world, 
what a (piritic is which leads our B-eckrea in their way'y 
fccing they can not only not acquieſce in the determinati- 
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ons of che Supreme Authored of a Church or State, con- 

cerning matters of greateſt concemment to both; nor con» 
tent themſelves with the exoneration of theic own con+ 
ſciences, if they be not ſatisfied ; but when themſelves 
have agreed co theſe things, and have been chief contri- 
yers of them, there can be no ſecurity given, but they 
will r<tiat their judgements, and overturn them again: 
Which principle andq way is inconſiſtent with the ſafety 
or ſtanding of any hunane ſociety - whatſoever. It is 
true, in their Remonſtrance, and fince, in their emiſſions 
tothe world in print, they would lay the great ſtreſs of 
this alccration-in their judgement and way , upon after 
diſcoveries of crooked wayes in managing of Tranſa&i- 
ons in purſnance of theſe principles, and of ſom? parti- 
culars in theſe Tranſa&ions which were kept up ſrom the 
5:dicatories; upon the knowledge whereof, they did: ſee 
theevil and fin of cheſe conclufions of Church and State. 
But if ic wereto any purpoſe to trouble the world with 
ſtorics of mitters of faſt, we could eatily d:monſtrate 
what a gaining trade they have made of miſrepreſenta-» 
tions of this kinds and in particular, that it is more 
then evident to all whoare acquainted with theſe affiics, 
that theſe reſolutions were faithfully managed, and full 
ſatisfa&ion obtained in all that was required previous to 
a concluſion, and that no particular (though in matters 
only upon the by, and that whereof they make ſo much 
noiſe, wat only a perſon who was bred in the Church of 
England, his taking the Communion once kneeling, after 
he had entred on a Treaty) was kept up from theſe who 
now complain of ic ; nay, oor from the Aſſembly ir ſelf, as 
will appear from the repre givea in to the Aﬀdſemvly, and 
is now in publike record. . But waving all theſe, ic is clear 
from ctheic Paper emitted co the world, Entituled, Tee 
Cauſes of the Lords wrath ezainſt $55tland, that they do 
hold out the very reſolutions and determinitions of 
Chucch and State in.chele matters, previous to any c91+ 
clafion,: as thecauſe of the Lords controverſie, ag inſt the - 
Land,-- So that, affert what chey pleaſe co gloſs the m1t- 
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ter, they have made a defe&tion from the principles of this 


Church, and proſecuted the ſame wich a rupure and ſepa» 


ration. ; 
3 What ever may be ſaid of Supreme judicatorics, 


and their power to recognolce and re-examine their own 
concluſions; yer it would be confidered,that the cotrivers, 
reſenters, and proſecuters of that Remonltrance , were 
t private men, or did ic in a private capacity. They 
were ſome inferiour Officers, Gentlemen, and Minifters at- 
eending ſome Forces, who took upon them to condemn 
as and concluſions of Supreme judicatorics unanimonſly 
concluded, many of themſelves (as hath been ſaid) being 
preſent, and not eontradiQing, but politively conſenting 
thereunto ; and that concerning matters of State, and cj» 
vil Government, of greateſt importance : Which any un- 
byaſſed and ſober ſpirit will perceive to be a matter above 
their reach and flation ; eſpecially to have condemned 
them by way of remonftrance, publikely emitted to the 
world, and preſented to the State ; without ſo much re- 
ſpe had to thele judicatories, as once to defire them firft 
to re-examine and take into conlideration theſe as and 
conclafions z yea, refuſing to apply themſelves to ſach a 
way as that, when adviſed and earneftly prefſcd thereunto, 
as more orderly, by ſome to whom they did ccmnunicate 
their delign. And albeir,the Commilsioners of the general 
Afﬀembly were then fitting (to whom the management of 
publike affairs of the Church were committed) and who 
ought to have been conſulted with in all weighty matters, 
eſpecially when our Brethren did call in queſtion the con- 
clufions of the preceding Atfembly ; yer it pleaſed them 
not to own them in this matter ; but of themſelves, did 
by poſitive determination , contrary to the as of the 
Aﬀembly, prevent their advice, It {s 'true indeed, frer 
thy had concluded the matter, they who were chtrufted 
by the reft, did preſent the Remonftrance to the Commiſh- 
oners of the general Aﬀembly, defiring their concurrence 
in prefenting it to the S:ate' ; bar wichal, it is to be rememn- 
bred, that when ic was enquired, if they hat any power 
to 
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and were not to alter any thing of the matter of it, 
which was in effet, to obtrude their determinati- 
ens upon the Church-judicatorie; As theſe things did 
evidence their ſmall reſpe& to the goverament of this 
Church, and their ſtretching themſelves beyond their 
line, by determining in their private capacity, not only 
an:ecedently, but contrary to the concluſions of the Supreme 
judicatories 3 fo divers of theſe who went a Jong with 
them in it at firſt, SEE ſhortly after how divihve and 
deſtruftive to al order that courſe was,did quickly withdraw 
from them,repenting that ever they had engaged with them. 
Seft. 7. 4: Whatever charity might have been allowed 
them, in preſenting their thoughts upon theſe Tranſaftions, 
or of other faults, for a teftimony and exoneration of their 
own con{ciences, and deſiring to have them redrefſed in 
an orderly way by the competent judicatories : yet this can 
no wayes be juſtited, that not only they ſecond their Te- 
ſtimony with a ſeparation, but in the cloſe of the Remons» 
ſtrance , they hold forth aDeclaration, and avowing of ex- 
gagements upon their hearts (theſe are the very wcrds) 5efore 
God, if he ſhall lengthen their dayes, and take pleaſure in 
them ,to make them any way inflrumental in bis work, and fer 
bis peoples good and ſafety ; That they ſhall, to the utmoſt of 
therr power, endeavour to get theſe things remedied. according 
to their places and callings: Which was a real and plain en- 
gaging,and banding of themlelves together,to proſecute the 
matter of their Remonſtrance by arms and force, it being 
certain that the moſt part of the Remonſtrators then were 
in a military place and calling, And this, ſeveral pafſa- 
ges in their carriage, before they were broken, did clearly 
enough evidence to be their purpoſe and intention. And 
the judgement of this Church of ſuch diviiive bandings of 
parties, hath been ſo w-1] known, eſpeciall; tnce the gene- 
ral Atembly. 1643. That our Brethren cannot free them- 
ſelves of walkinz contrary to the eſtabliſhed order of this 
Ghurch in that their pratic- . 
s. Albeitour Bercrthren, by this Remonſtrance and 
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to change any thingrin it: They anſwered , that though 
ſome expreſſions might be changed, yet they had no power, 
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the proſecution thereof, had made a breach upon our ſweet 
harmony and unity, and laid the foundation of all our fol- 
lowtay breaches; yet the Commiſlon of the general Af- 
ſembly was moſt tender and careful to prevent any breach 
upon it, as may appear by their tender carriage before they 
Proceeded'to give any ſenſe upon theRemonſtrance,and from 
che ſenſe it (elf u hich theywere afterward neceſſitated to give, 
As to their carriage before, This in general ma 

ſpeak their tenderneſſe, that notwithſtanding their juſt dif. 
atisfa&ion and offence at theſe proceedings z and notwith- 
ſtanding the preſent hard condition of the times did call 
for their preſent appearing, againſt theſe dividing courſes ; 
yet they ſuſpended trom OGobter 24.(which day the Remon- 
ſtrance was given in) to declare their ſenſe of 't till Novem, 
28. More particularly, when they were frequently conve- 
| ned, Novemb. 14.to cognolce upon it at Sterlin,and had ſpent 
three daycs in conference and debates about it. They ofter- 
ed to our Brethren, That provided they would not require 
nor preſſe an anſwer to the Remonktrance from the State, 
but be coutent to leave it with and before them, as a Telti- 
mony for themſelves of their mind and j1dg. ment of affairs; 
The Commiſſion would forbear to give any ſenſe up- 
on it, and ſhould endeavour and interpole with the State, 
that they would uſe the like forbearance ;- and accordingly 
one was ſent to acquaint the prime Miniſters of State with 
this overture, and they did ſo reliſhit, as they laid chat bu- 
fineſs afide,till they ſhould weet whh the Commill:on. T his 
ov.rtuie and condeſcention agreedunto by our Brethren, as 
allc that in the mean time they fhould forbear meddling 
with that debate in publike preaching, was grolly vielatcd 
by our Brethren. For not only did theſe Miniſters for the 
Remonitfarce , whoa preached on - the n:xt Sabbath , pub- 
lixely fall upon: that debate bet: re the peoyle-3 but before 
the Commiilioners could reach Perth (to wh'ch they had ad- 
journed their meeting . on the Tre'day the; cafter, that they 
might inte: poſe with the State |they hatte'l thi:hec , 1nd gave 
in a ſupplication to the State, (denying any acxuow'edge- 
ment of, or reſpe& to the Euyreme Maz iltrate, though therg 
reeſent) profelling their adherence to the Remcnitrance, 
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and prefiing a- ſatisfaftory 1) to it. Wherein albeit 
they did negle& that peaceable overture, and walk con- 
trary to their own condeſcentions ; yet the State for fix or 
ſeven dayes did follow all peaccable waycs of preventing 
a rupture; offering that the Remonftrance might lic as a 
teſtimony for theſe who had preſented it , of their mind 
and judgement, and that if they would join with the reſt 
of the Nation, they ſhould declare nothing againſt ic; but 
nothing prevailing with them, the State was neceſſitate to 
declare again it, and yet in fo fair terms,as it could hard- 
ly have been expettcd a State ſhould anſwer fuch a Paper in 

a WAY. ; 

As for the Commiſſions ſenſe upon it, Three dayes 
after being ſpent in conference with them, and find- 
ing matters otherwiſe irremediable, and being called there- 
to by civil Authority , they judged themſelves bound 
in conſcience to give warning of that ſnare, and to clear 
themſelves from being acceflary to ſuch a diviſive 
_— -+ = true, þ m_—_ the —_— 

id(Cafter the State had paſſed their ſenſe et) propoun 

to the Commiſſion, that they would ras amy till they ac- 
quainted theſe that ſene them ; but ſuch a defire was then 
juſtly thought ſtrange.For, 1.They had cven now preſſed the 
State , contrary to all our defires for an anſwer, and men 
could not ſee how that was conliſtent with their defiring 
now of a delay. 2. The matter had been long cnough deba- 
ted, and there had none of the prime contrivers thereof 
been abſent all the while, that they needed to be ſent for. 
3. They did not at all defire a delay, that they might receive 
ſatisfaQtion in any of the particulars Remonſtrated; that ſo 
they might alter it, in whole, or in part, but only that they 
might have a hearing to juſtific their reſolutions therein, to 
be according to the Covenant. 4. The Commiſſion being 
required by the State to give their judgement in it, after ſo 
many endeavours for an accommodation which had proven 
i I, they could not be wanting in their duty in ſuch 
a caſe; yet the ſenſe which they did give upon it, will wit- 
neſſc how tenderly they walk am bulineſſe ; for ye 

they 
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they do acknowledge what truths are held out in the Rie- 
monſtrance, though they were not clear that: they held 
them out in an orderly way : they do not at all :refle& 
upon perſons nor off:r to cenſure them, nor declare them 
ccnſurable; but do only declare their judgement of chings 
contained in the paper; and though they tind-in ic ſome 
incroachments upon the determinations of the general 
Afﬀembly, as alſotheic m:dling with matters of State and 
Civil government, and their engaging chemſelves to in- 
deavour remedies-in theſe things they remonſtrate againſt; 
with all which (and becauſe ic is apt to breed diviſion) they 
were diſſatisfied ; yet out of their tender reſp2As-to perſons, 
they content chemſelves with declaring ſo tary8& do forbear 
all turther examination of it, expeting fuch (atisfation 
againſt their next meeting from the Remanftrators them- 
ſelves as might prevent all facther.debare, 

This Declaration, breathing ſo much meekneſs and mo- 
deration, alchough it had its wiſhed effe&s in due time, in 
the moſt part of the Geatlem:n engaged in that courſe ; 
yet the Minifters who were Remonſtracors, and were then 
preſent, and other Brethren with them were ſo encaged at 
it, that in a diſorderly way they lefcche Co nmi lion (ſome 
of them not without threatning expre.lions ) and never re« 
curned afcerward to any mzeting thereof, 

The next matter. of our Church-dliffer-nces and 
diviſions, were the ſo much talked of, publique-reſo- 
tations of the Commiſſioners of the general Aſſembly, 
returned in anſwer totwo queries propounded co them by 
the King and Parliament. The one concerning the ad- 
mitting} of Perſons to the Forces then a levying, for the 
defence of the Land, of the date Decemb.14.1650. Wherein, 
after a repetition ofthe query propounded to them, and a 
Narcative of the States obligation to-uſe all lawfaFand 
necefſary means for the defence of the Land, of the broken 


and f(cattered condition of the Forces of the Kingdom, and 


the ſfubduing of a great part thereof,diſabling the reftfrom 
their own defence, nletf: there be a more generil. calling 


forth of the people: The concluſion and reſoſution is this, 
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In this coſe of ſo great and evident neceſſity, wd cannot be againſt 
the raiſing of all fenſible perſons in the Land, and permitting 
them 10 fight againſt this enemy for deſence of the Kingdom z 
excepting ſuch as are excomwnicate, forſaulted, notoriouſly 
prophane or flagitious, and ſuch as have been from the beginning, 
and continue ſtill, or are at this time, obſtinate and profeſſed 
enemies, and oppoſers of the Covenant and cauſe of God ; and 
& the capacity of ading that the eſtates of Parliament ought to 
ave, as we hope they will have ſpecial care, that in this ſo gene= 
ral concurrence of all the pecple of the Kingdom, none be put in 
ſuch truſt or power as may be prejudicial to the cauſe of God ; 
and that ſuch Officers as are of known integrity and affefiion to 
the ciſe, and particularly ſuch as have ſuffered in cur former 
Armies, may-be taken ſpecial notice of. 

The other reſolution was concerning the admitting 
of perſons to places of truſt in the State, andthe re- 
ſcinding of the A& of Claſſes, of the date May 34.1651, 
Wherein after the repetition of ſeveral defires of the King, 
Parliament, and Committee of Eftates, renewed with great 
earneſtnefle (for the ſpace of two Months)to the Com- 
miſlion fora clear and poſitive anſwer to the quzry pro- 
pounded concerning that matter : It is declared as follow+ 
«th, Leſt any aſperſion ſhenid be caſt upon us of incroaching 
upon, or intruding cur ſelves unts the Office of the civil Powev 
end Authority ; we dodeclare, that we danct aſſume to our 
ſelves, and 1hat it is not competent to us but only to the King and 
Parliament, ro make or repeal Als of Parliament ; and therefore, 
that az the Commiſſion of the Kirk had 16t band in making of 
the AF of Claſſes, ſo neither do we take upon ns, to derermine 
the keeping mp, or reſcinding, or repealing of the ſame 5 yet be- 
ing required by h1s Majeſty, anil Eftates of Parliament, to give 
our judgement and advice in point of conſctence,. whether or not, 
conſidering the ground contained in the Narrative of the Ai 
of Claſſes, viz. The ſolemn league and Covenant, the ſolemn ac» 
knowledgement of ſins and ing agements to duties, Declarations 
emitted by the Kirk, and the ingagement and pronuſe made 
by the Commintee of kitetes, tothe Kingdom of England; Þ be 
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Eftates, perſons formerly RS the publique traft, or 
to reſcind and repeal the Ads of Clifſes. We declare, that ay 
for any engagement or promiſe made unto the Kiygd me of Eng. 
land, concerning not ad niti» g unto places of power and truſt, 


perſons acceſſa y nnts the ſinful eng agement, againſt that Kirg-. 


dome, we know nothing cf the nature or grounds thereof, @1d 
therefore leaves it to the Eftates of Parliament themſelves,to con - 
ſider bow it doth oblige or not oblige in the preſent condition of 
ff airs in theſe Kingdomes ; But ſor the ſolemn Leagiie and 
. Covenant, the ſolemn acknowledgement and engagement, and 
former Declarations, we do find that they do not particularly 
determine any definite meaſure of time, of excluding perſons from 
publique truſt, ſor by-paſt 5ffences , but only binds and Mtige: 
condignely to puniſh offenders as the degree of the offence (hal re- 
quire or ; Fx or the ſupream judicatory of the Kingdom, or 
uhers baving power from them for that effect, ſhall judge conve- 
nient,to purge dll judicatories and places of power & truſt,and to 
indeavonr that they confift of, and be filled with ſuch men as are 
q known good affection to the cauſe of God,aud of « blamelefl and 
briftian converſation (which is a morall duty commanded in 
the Word of God, and of p:rpetual obligation) ſo that notbing 
ox the eccoant of theſe grownds, doth binder, but that perſons 
7 aur debarred from places of power and truſt for their offen- 
ces, mey be admitted to be menibers of the Committe of Eſtates, 
and the cenſure inflicted upon them by the Acts of Claſſes may 
be taken off, and reſcinded without fin by the Parliament, whoſe 
power it is to lengthen or ſhorten the time of ſuch cenſures, accor- 
ding « 1hey ſhall find them juſt aud neceſſary; provided they 
be men who have ſatisfied the Kirk for their former offences, 
beve renewed or taken the Covenant, and be —_— or ſuch 
places, with the qualificetions required in the Word of God, and 
_—_ in the ſolemn acknowledment and engagement, viz. 
a they be men of known good affection to the cauſe of God, end 
of a blameleſſe and Chriftian converſation ; which ought always 
carefully to be obſerved end made conſcience of,though there were 
no ſuch Act of s, to the effect that no perſons get ſuch power 
— Sai bands as may be prejudicial! to the cauſe 
"of 
Theſe 
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\Theſe are the reſolutions which have been, and 
are ſo much noiſed abroad in the world,. becauſe of which, 
our diſſenting brethren have made ſuch ſtirs in Preaching, 
and in writing, and Printed papers, determining them to 
be a horrid defeftion to our Covenants, and forſaking of 
the cauſe of God, and laying the weight of their firſt divi- 
ding from the reſt of the Church and Countrey, upon theſe, 
(chough unjuſtly,as may appear from what hath been cleared 
in the matter of the Remonſtrance )yca,and branding honeſt 
men who concurred in them, or conſented to them, with 
very odious imputations, and determining theſe reſolutions 
to be the grand cauſes of the Lords wrath againſt the Land. 
Upomn-the account whereof they have ſeparated from, and 
rent the judicatoriecs of the Church, ( the condition of the 
times contributing theneunto) and by their proteſtations, 
and declinators againſt the general Aﬀemblies, the Church 
is brought into the confuſions and diſtraftions under which 
we do {o ſadly ſuffer. And albeit ſomewhat hath been al- 
ready ſpoken, for vindicating us in this particular, in the 
obſervations upon the differences in the Church of Scotland, 
from page 10.to 17. And it is not our work in this Repreſen- 
tation, to publiſh a Treatiſe in defence of theſe reſolutions ; 
yet we ſhall add a few chings for clearing of the matter. 

As to the former reſolution of December 14. 1650. we 
need not Infiſt to declare ; That this debate is extrinſecal 
to our Do&rine, Worſhip, and Church-goverament ; and 
therefore it cannot be juſtified that ſuch a rene ſhould be 
made becauſe of our differences about ir : That there was no 

lon made by our Brethren, of the lawfulnefſe of the 
ce wherein theſe Forces were to be imployed, which 
might have added weight to the grounds of their difſent : 

That the Country was really in that low condition, ſuppo- 

fed in the reſolution (occafioned partly by our Bretbrens 

ſeparation upon the account of the Remonftrance) which 
could not but put State and Church into great ſtraits, and 
warrant them in their ſtations, to i ve all ordinar 
means, not prohibired by the Word of God, and theu 
whereof is nox ini (5 2nd for neceifiry A yooliruutans 
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And that whatever Jatirude may 
yet the commiſſion in thetr reſokation, did ufe ſuch caution, 
that if they be judged thereby (as they ought to be) there 
can be no defe&ion faſtened vom them, even by them who 
condemn a general concurrence of fellow ſubjc&s in caſes 
of extremity; for in effe& they approve of none to be ad-» 
mitted, but ſuch as are profeſſed friends tothe cauſe of God, 
and who enter in Covenant for that efte&. But paſling all 
theſe, we defire it may be remembred,' that our Brethrcn 
did not content themſelves ſimply to condemn this reſolu- 
tion, or to afſertthat it was unlawful to take in or imploy 
ſuch as they are qualified in the refolutien ; Put running ta 
another cxtremity, did affert, that it was ſinful and unlawful 
for ary honeſt and godly SubjeRs, to go forth and joyn in 
an Army, conſtitute according to the reſolution, albeit 
called and required thereunto by the Civil Magiſtrate, in 
the caſe of necflary detence of the Nation, and every par» 
ticular intereſt in it. And in ſeveral papers did poſitively 
maintain this affertion, and by many arguments bleed to 
bear it in ufon people. The grofle abſurdity of both. which 
aſſertions may be clearly ſeen in theſe few particulars. 

Firſt, If we look upon all Nations and States through 
out the world , it may juſtly ſeem a ſtrange Paradox, 
and of dangercus conſequence, # once admitted amongſt 
them, That it ts not lawſuF for the Civil Magiſtrate in the 
cale of forraipn Invalion, roreiſean Arniy, -as is qualified in 
the Reſolution, for defence of the Naticn ; and much more, 
that it is not Jawful for godly ſubjeAs to joyn with an Army 
ſo coriftituted, Yea, albelt that refolution was more limis 
ted and ſtraight, upon grounds and reafons of expediency; 
yet we doubt not, but that in the caſc'of the invalion of a 
Nation, by forraign force, and when the whole Nation is 
in common hazard, all Subje&s and compatriots, as well 
thcſ: rhat are Orthodox Chriſtians as others, though they 
were Idolatgrs, Jews, Turks, or Reathens,may be called forthy 
and that a con juhAion of them in Armes, forthe defence of 
the Commonwealth; and' their own mutual. prefervationy 
is lawful, yea, and a neceffary duty, to which the Magthrate 
ouy 


| be taken In foch a caſe, ., 
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eſpecially when their conjunQtion altogether is _in rational 
prudence, a mean neceflary in ordinary providnce,for their 
preſervation from the violence of the invading-powers.; _. 
. As this is the univerſal and ,conſtant' principle. and: pra- 
ice of all States and;Kingdoms, wherein. there ;ace fuch 
differences amongſt Subje&s (as molt part of Nations have 
ſome one or other of theſe mixtures, and wher? there is molt 
unity in Religion, yet moſt of, the Subjeftz are carnal and 
prophane) anJ widhvut which it wore -no great dithculty 
for an invader to mik2 a prey. of any ſuch Kingdomss ; 'as 
ſuppoſe rhe Turk ihoald fnvads Germany 3 fo we find Chri- 
ſtians and godly men in allages and tim-s have never queſti- 
oned the truth of it, but by their pratiſe have gone along, 
with ic. Topaſſe the example of the primitive Churchywhere] 
in Ghoiſtians were'!ſo far from muking queſtion of this,that a 
great-part af the forces of the Raman Empire confiited ofChri- 
ſtians,as Tertaliax doth affirm: As allo of Orthodox Chritti- 
ails in other Nations, who being joyned in ctvil Society, 
with others corrupt in Religion, do make no (cruple of joyn- 
Ing in Armes with them; and who may jultly reſent the 
ſcandal cat upon -Proteſtaht Churches, by the ftarting of 
ſuch a dzbate : We hill only mention the exampl: of our 
own worthy Reformers, who in the caſe of forraign invalion 
made no-ſccuple to joyn in Armes with thoſe who had been 
in bloody oppoſition to the people of God, fo ſoon as they 
were. willing to come off from the contrary party, and pro- 


feſſe repentance for their former courſes, Witneſſe their 


joyning with the Duke of Chattellerault and his followers, 
who had been in oppoſition to the Congregation as they 
were then called. -Yea, after ſome difaſter received by the 
Freach at Lietb afcer that conjunRion, th:y did not: look 
upon the receiving of hin, as a cauſe of that ſad ftroak, 


as ſome would make the world believe from Mr. Knoxes Ser- 


mon at Stey{ix : For in the heads of that Sermon, Printed in 
the Hiſtory of the Church of Scotland, Page 217. Edit. Edin- 
burgh, 1644. in 4. there is no mention of any fach thing, 
but.oaly ot their carnal confidence, that polibly they had 
Y BI 
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not ſincerely repented their former oppoſition , and that * 


who were late come in, were madeto feel in their 
own hearts. how bitter a cup they had made others to drink 
before them: nor doth be (as 6ur Brethrens Tenets now lead 
them) preſſe them to purge out ſuch as were Jately admicted, 
but doth only prefie repentance upon all of them. 

But we need not infiſt on this, to inſtrutt what was the 
judgement bf our firſt Reformers in this matter,ſceing before 
that time they invited even the very Papiſts, remaining yet 
Papiſts, to conjun&ion in Armes with them, againſt the 
Queen Regent, and the French party, as will appear from 
the Declaration recorded in the Hiſtory of the Church of 
Scotland, Page 179. &c. Wherein as there are many things 
remarkable to our preſent ſe, fo their exhorta 
cloſe ſpeaketh thus,Page 182, 183. If you tender true Reli- 
-_ (ive. if ye be Proteſtants) ye know ber Majeſty beareth 

er ſelf plain enemy thereunto. If Religion be not perſwa- 
five unto you (4.e. if ye be Papiſts) yet caſt not away the care 
ye have over your Commonwealth, which - ſce maniteſtly 
and violently ruined before your eyes. If chis will not move 
you, remember your dear Wives, Children and Poſterity, 
your ancicnt heritages, &c, Then Brethren let us joyn 
our Forces, and with wit and manhood reſiſt their 
beginnings ; let no man withdraw himſelf; and if any will 
be ſo unhappy and miſchievous (as we ſuppoſe nene to be 
kt us altogether repute, hold, and ufc him (as he is indeed 
for an enemy tous and to himſelf, and to his Commenwealth. 
All which doth make it clear, that they made no ſcruple of 
joyning with Papiſts, being their Country men and com- 
patriots, and that even when the quarrel with the enemy 
was complexc, both for the liberty of the Country and the 
intereſt of true Religion, they were content, and defirous 
that their Country men, though diſaffefted to Religion, 
ſhould joyn wich them upon the account of their common 
civil intereſt, as they alſo afterward exprefſe in another 
Declaration, recorded in the fame Hiſtory, Page 197. at 
the beginning, | | 

Unto this judgement of our worthy Anceſtors, quotes 
P--4 ) 
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ſo clearly tothe point In controverſie , we ſhall only add the 
Teſtimony of a late learned Writer, who in his T reatile,En- 
tuled,; Lex, Kex, Quelt. 37. pag. 379. ſpeaking ot their opi- 
nion, whothink, if the King command Papilis and Piclates 
to riſe againſt the Parliament of England, That we are obli- 
ged in conſcience, and by our oath and Covenant, to help 
«our native Prince againſt them : He ſubjoins, To which o- 
«« pinion, with hands and feet I-(hould accord, it our Kings 
c« cauſe were juſt and lawful. And a little afcer in the ſame page, 
« he adds,] ſee no reaſon but the civil Law of a Kingdom doth 
« oblige any Citizen to help an innocent man againſt a mur- 
« thering Robber, and that he may be judicially accuſed as 
« a murtherer, who faileth in his duty, &c- And afterward, 
. page 382. after this ſuppoſition and aſſertion, If an Army 
of Turks and Pagans would come upon Britem, one part of 
Britain would help another, which includes more then the 
conjun&ion of fellow-ſubjeAs of one Kingdom : He addes, 
as Feboſhaphit the King of Fudab did right in helping of 
Ahab and Iſrael, fo the Lord had approved of the war; 
which may give a daſh to the many objections multered u 
from the eds reproof to Feboſhaphar, againl(t the Commil- 
"Sxcondly, Aathe judgement and peafiice of Chrill 
, e } tand praftice of Chriſtians 
and Canes in former and bane ages, at home and 
abroad doth juſtitic this reſolution;ſo the Law of nature doth 
ſtrongly plead/for us in- this matter : For as in the natural 
body, na th pur an inſtin& In all the members to pur 
forth themſelves for the preſervation of the whole, and one 
of another; So the praftical principles of nature, lay a 
moral obligation upon the members of a Political body; to 
join mutually together for the defence of the whole, and 
their own neceſlary felt-preſcrvation, when they arc invol- 
ved ina common hazard. So that in ſuch a caſe, if the Ma- 
giſtrate do not put them to it, he betrayeth his cruſt; and the 
ſubjes, ifthey concur not, become gutley of, the ruin of the 
whole; and as the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 12. uſe of thisbeam 
of the ligh: of nature, to enforce that there ought to beno 
ſchiſm in the myftical body of on”; oc his Church, but = 
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the members onght have a care of the whole body, and one 
of another; ſo by parity of reaſon it may be as ſtrongly ap- 
pliedto the Political body and incorporation of a Com. 
mon-wealth, in things neceſſary for the preſervation of its 
being and ſafety, and to _ unjuſt violence. Nor will ic 
ſuffice to ſay, yh as the Law of nature, when it obligeth us 
to defend our (elves for ſelf-preſervation, doth not allow us 
to make uſe of every mean for that end, but only of 1awful 
means, which cannot be ſaid of conjun&tion and affociati- 
on in arms with men corrupt In Religion, or ungodly in 
their converſation : For we reaſon not from the Law of 
nature obliging to ſelf-preſervation and defence, fimpliciter, 
but from the Law of nature its obligation lying upon mem- 
bers of one and the ſame body, ſuch as is-the incorporati- 
on of one City, Kingdom or Common-wealth, in relation 
ro the preſervation of the whole, and of one another, when 
ander the hazard of unjuſt violence and invaftion. And fo 
the argument ſpeaks not only for the lawfulneſſe of the end, 
oc the defence and preſervation of the Political body, bur 
for the lawfulnefſe alſo of the means, or the concurrence of 
all the members for that effe&, which doth ſtrongly infer our 
concluſion. 

Thirdly, As this is the verdi& of the Law of nature, fo 
we cannot ſee ay thing in the Scriptures contrary to this ; 
And no wonder, fecing Gods Laws (ſuch as the Law of na- 
ture alio is) cannot be comradiftory one-to another. Yea, 
we will find in'the word, clear warrant for this aſſertion. 
But not intending a Treatiſe, we ſhall only touch a few ge- 


- ncrals which may clear ft. 


»*' And to begin with' the old Teſtament, albeit, it- riced 
wot be thought ſtrange thar- we bring 'no Teſtimonies 
fo direQly ſpeaking of con janAtion and affociation in arms, 
betwixt the' Prokeſſors of 'the true Religion and others of 3 
differing Religion, as members of the fame civil inco 

ration, conlidering that the Church of God being relle- 
Qed'to that one people of Iſrael, their/Chorch ahd Com: 


monwealth were materially-the ſame by Divine inſtitution; 
So that none conld be members of the ——— 
+ ut 
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but fuch as were alſo! members of Pl Church, and fo pro+ 
feſſors of the true Religion, as now under the Goſpel ic 
may be otherwiſe; Yet even then we will find this truth, 
Thatalbcitoft-rimes many of that Church did make defe- 
Aion to wicked and (to ſpeakſo) malignant courſes, yrt 
were they never refuſed or rejefted from Church or camp- 
fellowſhip, when they profeſſedly -rerurned from their evil 
courſes, alchough there was no real evidence of true repen- 
rance and godlineſs appearing in them. How often in the 
time of Moſes did they turn afide? and albeit he knew well 
the generality of them continued gracelefs, uotwithſtanding 
their profeſſions of returning, Dent. 29. 2,3, 4+ yet were 
they never excluded from joining with the reſt in their mi- 
licary undertakings. So alſo in the dayes of Devid, when 
Ten Tribes had for ſeven yearsſhed much blood, in cleaving 
te the houſe of Sawl , noe oppoſing his Kingdome (which 
was an oppoling of the Kingdom of the M:f#b in the 
Typez and afighting againſt the cauſe of God) and after- 
ward, when they joined in the unnatural rebellion with 
Abſolom , yet, upon relinquiſhing their former courſe th 
were re icted into fellowſhip of Council and arms, wi 
the reſt, who had adhered to the'cauſe of God. Many ſuch 
inſtances might be produced from the Hiſtory of the Judges, 
and by ſucceeding Kings of Fudaeb, which might abun« 
dantly clear this ceruth, which' we paſs -as g bre> 


he New Teſtament doth fpeak more clearly to this 
point, butwe ſhall content ous felves to touch a few things 
only, x. It is evident theſe Say rb: came to an 
Beptift,were profeſſors, cirher Pro! of (as ſome think 
native under the Roman'pay; And: as Orttiodox Di- 
vines do from: Fobxs preaching'to them, and not enjoyning 
them to quit their military employment, ſtrongly ar 
againſt Anabaptiſts for'the- lawfulnefſe of war to Chritti- 
ans; Soit willas ſtrongly conchide the lawfnilnefle of Chri- 
ſtians conjunftions inavrus with mery of another Religion), 
yea; everr Heathens; ſuch) as many of” the Romiſh Sonldiers 
were. The like alſo may be: conclided- from the inftance of 
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Cor nelins and Peters preaching cohim. 4: It is an rndoube 
red truth, that now under. the Goſpe), ir is lawfull for 
godly, ſound and Orthodox Chriſtians to be of, and a+ 
bide in one civil incorporation width wicked Idolarers, 
Heathens and Pagans; We ſay not that it is lawful for ho+ 
nt Chriſtians to afſuciate and embody themſelves volun- 
carily , and of new, with ſuch people, being before free 
and diftinft from them z Butthar it is lawful to abide in 
ſuch an Iacorporation,. we believe no Orthodox Chriftian 
(chough Anabapriſts and fifth Monarchy men may) will 
deny : as being agreeable to the tenor of the Epiſtles of the 
Apoſtles concerning marriage-fe]lowſhip to be kept be- 
twixta Chriſtian andan Infidel, if they be not forced from 
it by violence, though it were not lawful for a Chriſtian 
being free, to enter into that fe]lowſhip 5 and Chriſtians 
continuance in ſervitade to Heathens, unlefſe they be made 
free, Now if icbe lawful to abide in one civil Incorpo- 
ration with ſuch, Ic is alſo not only lawful for them, but 
their duty which they may not;negle& when need requi- 
reth, to join and concur -with their co-members in ſuch 
atings as are for their kind lawful, which efſencially be- 
long to the relation, and are necefſary for the preſervati- 
on of the Incorporation, and the juſt common intereſts 
thereof, ſuch as conjunQion in arms to repel invaſion is. 
3. As Chriſt never came to a people wich his Goſpel, to 
make that unlawful which was lawful before to them by 
the Law of nature (as this conjunion in arms in the caſe 
already mentioned muſt be acknowledged to be before a 
people embrace the Goſpel) So we doubt not but. under- 
ſtanding Chriſtians will find that the Scriptures ſpeaking to 
Chriftians living under Heathenjſh powers, and/ comman- 
ding them to perform tothem all things lawful and com 
ome es the relations wherein they flood to them, 'doth 
poficively warrant them to join-with their fellow-citizens 
in this caſe; And-particularly, chat paſſage, Rowe: 13.5, 
6,7, 8. doth clearly evince this, where the Apoſtle com- 
mandeth Chriſtians to be ſubjett ta heatheniſh Magiftrates, 
nor. only for wrath, but conſcience ſake, and to pay tribute 
to 
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to them (whereby they Mo their wars): and thaths 
a voluntary and a&ive way, upon the account ' that: they 
are che Minifters of God, attending upon that very thing, 
even to proteſt Subjefts and Commoen-wealths. ; 

Fourthly, The other branch-of: our Brechrensafſertion, g 4, 
conccraing godly mens not joining with an Army ſo con» 
ſticuce, is fo grotſe, that all who condemn withdrawing 
from exerciſes of Divine worlbip, agreeable in the mat» 
rer of Divine inflitution, as a finful ſeparation, 'will ab» 
hor it :.ſecing by: their denial of the lawfulneſſe of con- 
currence in a lawfal neceſſary duty, becauſe of the perſo- 
nal {in to fellow-aQors in it, they. homologate- with. the 
tenent and praftice of ſeparatiſms yea, we believe that 
they-whe are moſt ftri&in the matter of Ecclefiaftick come 
munion, willdeny that ſuch ftri&neſs is requilite in mili- 
eary conjunRion'z eſpecially.in the caſe of invaſion. And 
we are the more confirmed in this judgement , that ſome 
of the great fticklers in our debates have ſeparate from the 
communion of this Charch, and that (as rofeſſed ) 
upon the very principles whereby they were led with the 
relt of our diflencing Brethren,” Yea, one of our Brechren, 
now athis reſt in the-Lorg, the Spare by- then to han» 


Py 


dle the controverſie againſt the atiſts, after he had 
fludied ic accurately for a time, did profeſſe ingenuouſly 
before his removal, (as is known- to ſome of- ys, and 0: 
thers who were car-witnefſes) chat he found it impolbble 
to maimain the truth againſt ;Separatifis , retaining thew 
principks upon which they had gone againſt the Come 
miſſion of the Church. * 

We are not ignorant, that not only againft_ this afferti- & qq 
on as we hayep ict, buc even. againſt-cbe Reſo- 
lution, which was. more firi&, a great noiſe is made of 
objeions, from places of Scripture gathered- together in 
heaps. And as to us, this Reſolution is charged upon us, 
as a defeion. from our former principles, and a violati» 
on of our Covenant and engagements. As to this laſt cha» 
lange, we ſhall adde nothing to whar is ſaid in the obſer» 


vations upon our differences, page 34» 35) 36- "Nene 
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C22) 
{ball we enter _ a particular examination of theſe Scrj. 
this in the genera}, moſt part of them are out 
of the Qld Teftament fpoken to the people of the Jews then 
by divine inſtiturion, avintheir Religion, ſo in their State, 
ſeparated" from alt otheripeople of the World ; and relate 
to entering into voluntary and ele&ive confederacies and 
affociations wich-other Kingdomes or Nations : Yea, and 
ſome- of them for aRive afliftance unto the Nations with 
whom the confederacy was made; and fo do not art all 
couch our caſe of joint ating im Armes for juſt and nece(- 
ſary defence of Subjefts.of one Nation, habicually-and an- 
tecedently incorporate and now in common hazard. And 
for thefe alleaged from the New Teftament, They are 
fach- as are alteaged by Om for ſeparation -fromi 
Cburches for the che fin of fetlow-members, (as that 23 Cor, 
6,44, r5- 8c) which yet we believe judicious'Separatifts 
themſelves witljadge co be impertinently applyed to a (e- 
paration ir the cafe now- in hand. As for that paſſage,Dext. 
23. 5. which was continually -in cheir mouths in this de- 
bate, -ir-would becoutidered:thace it wavſpoken in the firſt 
inflarxce 40 people: ſo. beparace from alb Nations, as hath 
been ſaid's Andinſo far as:it may contain a Moral rulefor 
all ages, irdoth not hold oat' any rule for regulating the 
conflicuripn of REY [hon onely I xs and 
carrmage ofa peopte in.an ing)tarth againft an/ enc- 
my, that thigh ſhould then orRNy eop themſelves from 
fin and provoking God when they are carrying their life in 
chieir hand, as 'the Scripture fpeakech. This appeareth 
from ver. 10. 1x. where purity 1s required not only from 
groffe open; and lannitly wolemiary (in, bat alſo from ſe- 
cret fins and the-invotartary Muezofnatural corruption ; 
which-we believe fall not ander the tyyal of men, nor cen be 
followed-or looked unto in conflitaring of Armiee. 

We ſhall add no more conoerning-.this Reſolution, but 
this one word; However pay Brethren charge this upon us 
av defeftion from owr'former Principles; ' yer we profefſe, 
we never knew-ary ſuch Principle ownedin our Church, fo 
encrotching bpok dhe power Magiftratcs,and ſo dan- 


gerous 
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gerousto all Chriſtian Nations z And we dofor ourſelves 


diſown and diſclaimic before the World 'humbly ohte- 
ſing all Civil Powers and Charches"abroad,- that they en 
reccain no ſuch thoughts that ever ſach a Prinelpte! or Do: 
Qrine was or'is owned by this Charch, what ever hack 
been the judgement or praCtice of ſome particular men, as 
te this matrer. 

Asfor:the other publick reſolution of May #4. 165x.con- 
cerning the reſcinding of the A& of Claſſes, there is ſo little 
ſaid againft the matter of ir;that we need not infift or it.lt1s 
true,not only thoſe who were againſt the former refolution, 
but others alſo in the State who were moſt a&ive In the for- 
mer,did with great eagerneſs impede the asking or giving a 
reſolution in this cafe. / But they have their own hearts to 
examine, whether it was (noediffitsfaQtion as to the fin- 
fulneſs of the matter, but) ſcif intereſt that drave them ſo to 
do. : It is true alſo mach js fpoken to the complex buſineſs 
and proſecution of this Reſolution; bue the Church can- 


not:therefore be charged with defeftion upon the account - 


of the Reſolution it-telf, which was only their deed ;- for it 
contains nothing elſe, but a clearing of the Commiſſion that 
they claim no right to have hand in, or medling with the 
mating or reſcinding of Afts.of Parliament : Ar acknow- 
ledgement of the power of the civil. Magiftrate tofhorten or 
lengthen civit zonſtieancd and inflifted by him- 
ſelf; as'he juf} andin for the good of the Come 
monwealths :And arrefolncoty in point of conſcience (bein 
therennto requireds that the! Srare' might wichout fin eake 

the cenſurey intlified by therafelves in the AR of Claſſes ; with 
poſitive enduiprell proving, thatthey ſhould obſerve the 
moſt fi conditions 8 qualification in the perſons,that had 
been at any time formeviyrequired;/All which are ſo juſtifia- 
ble that wo believe no ingenuous and judicious Chriftian wil 
carp at them: Andicherefore our Brethren do but' un juſtly 
challenge non cis account. They age deſign was carri- 
ed on to advance Malignanthand © cruſh theſe who had for- 
merly been oppoſiretochem';s and' yer no- fuck delign can 
be faltened on the Commiſſions reſolution'; yea, before this 
reſolution 
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reſolation was given, they interpoſed for obtaining ſecu- 
rity for all. that were to be admitted, in that very particular, 
and did not fail to bear witnelſe again ſome who were ad- 
mitted by the State, againſt whonr there was juſt cauſe of 
exception. They cry out that many of theſe who were ad- 
mitted upou this and the former reſolution, were bur ſuper. 
ficial in profeſling repentance for their former miſcarriages, 
andit was ſuddenly taken off theic hands. Put we need 
not vindicate'/how injuſtly chis impuration is caſt upon 
many of them who were moſt oppoſed by them; whoſe car- 
riage hath proved them more ſtedfaſt in' the cauſe of God, 
and lefl: ſeekers of their own intereſts then thoſe that oppo- 
ſed them. We doonly aſſert; that this cannot be laid to 
the charge of the Commiſſion, who as they walked juſtifiably 
in holding out-the rule, ſo they did receive very few them- 
ſelves, but remitted them tothe judicatories,charging them 
to be accurate in the matter, and to proceed according to 
the . order appointed by the general Afﬀemblies. Yea, it 
was ſome of our Brethren themſelves, who did receive ſome 
of the moſt eminent of thoſe,upon protcfiion of their repen- 

tance. | 
We proceed now to ſpeak ſomewhat to the third matter 
of our publike difference 3 Which relates to the two laft 
Aſſemblics of this Church, the one at St. Andrews and 
Dundie in the year 1651,and thevther at Edizbureb the your 
ap- 


thereafter. Againſt the firſt of -which, our Brethren 
prehending that it was likely the Commiſſions reſolutions 
might be approved there) were pleaſed to proteſt, and de- 
clined it asunlawful and evil, as to atl. authority ; as they 
did allo againſt that which enſued; and ever fince will have 
them to be accounted nogeneral Aﬀemblics of this Church. 
The evil of this.courſe being ſo notdur, and fenfible in the 
ſad conſequences thereof, both at home among. our ſelves, 
and abroad alſo among all who hear of our direnies and 
do Jove that truth and peace which once was amengſt us, we 
ſhall Yono rd, And ot 

Firit, It may be evident to all who are unbyaſſed, that 
our Brethren by-proteſting once ard.again againſt the ſu- 
preme 


(25) 
reme Church-judicatory- (and being ready/an#'w 
bk to have done i the! hd. time, had vay'/ pony 
becn permirted10 fitand conftitute| themſelves) have be- 
gun and continacd a ſad rent its this:Chutch 4| deftrutive 
\ro'thevery being thereoh "if: rnercy prevent it not. Albeic 
-before this Rene, one of the leading men of that party had 
declared in a particular caſe, that protefling againſt the 
a& of'a general Aﬀembly, or of any os baving their 
ver, deſerved ſummary excommunication by the confti- 
wutions of this Churchy; yet they have nor ſpared 'when it 
was for their interefts, and the times ſeemed to afford 
them immunity, toprotelt againfi the very being of two 
Aſſemblies. Whereas had they contented themſelves to 
have proccſted againſt the approving of. the Reſoluctons, or 
any other a&ts of theſe Affemblies, (which . might bave 
been a ſufficient ſalve and exoneration to them) we are 
confident it had been born with, as many fuch. irrepular 
praQices and proteſtations of theirs are laid afide: withour 
cenſure by inferior judicatories. ' But 'by their overturn» 
ing th&very being andiauthoricy of thef Afﬀemblies;They 
have taught ill-affe&ted men roo many criticiſms upon all 
the Aſſemblies which have been in this Church 3 They 
have learned others by their example, cosontemn the Au- 
thoriry of Church-judicatories, as we find by daily expe- 
rience;” They have'laid' down a.courſe how theraſelves 
(and others, if they: pleaſe to follow! their example) may 
do what they lift, and then decline the Judge who {bouJd 
cognoſce' upon their carriage ; They flight and oppoſe the 
refolucions of -inferiour Church -judicatories, proteſting 
and appealingto a Jawfal/ general Afſ:mbly, randiyer'by' 
cheir principles they art ſure'the Chutch of Serrkendihe 
have none lawful (had they never ſo manly)! till theyibe 
pleaſed to approve thereof, And, they have caſt themſelves 
upon! a ſnare very finfuf and ſcandalous in a National 
Church, that by their'declinatures, they are engaged no6 
only againft what they think ſinful inthe afts of cheſs!Afc 
ſemblies, but thatthcy cannot join in- mot fawtul things' 
(were ichumiliations upori 1% ns cauſes) he 
Wy ; ow 


at Gleſgow condemned 
rupt getieral Afſemblics z but for the mpft part ſo falle and 
Ifrelevarit, that it is to us Rrange, they ſhould own them 
beforethe world, and publiſh them in print. They give 
out there was no accels to many to come tothat firſt A 
bly by reaſon of the motions of Armies at that time, and 
et (beſide that this is very extrinſecal to the freedom and 
lawfulneſſe of the Aſſembly) Commillioners came from pla- 
ces moſt infeſted. They ay. the Adembly was infrequenc, 
and yet the Roles of that Aﬀembly willevidence it was as 
frequent as'many of the Aſſemblies which they do not que» 
ſtion, They alleage that the Aſſembly was not free, but 
over-awed, _- ſome of themſelves (who went along 
with that A yell the:end thereat, though afterward 
they joined in the proteſtation ). may brat witneſi, if chey 
will ſpeak truth, that never did Aſtembly more freely and 
fully debate and reaſon upon matters, then this Aſſembly 
did upon theſe Reſolutions. They urge in their ,proteſta- 
gion againſt che ſecond Afſembly, that many Prigbrgerics re- 
fuſed roſend Commiſſioners to ity and yes they were but 
ſome, and that where they had power, for which the AC 
ſembly could not be blamed, and ſome others who choughs. 
fit notto ſend Commiſſioners, yet by their Letter to the AG 
ſembly did exprefly deelare they were not againſt the Au- 
thorlty of the former Alfembly, nd conſequemly not a- 
gaink chat. To this may be added that our Brethren them - 
Ives did really. evidence their own ſenſe of the weaknelfe 
of their grounds, in that, though all theic Reaſons were 
clear before the Aſſembly at St. Andrews and Du1dic was 
conſtitute, yer they forbareat firlt co give in-.thcic decli- 
nature, but with ſome-ſalvo*s did (it and join in the Afſem- 
bly chuſing a Moderator, and ating both in. the Ababe 
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the forces. were defear, ft the aſſembly were mer late 
ro/adjourn to Dundis, and then very unſcaſontd 
gave in it; Yeay' it further appears 
r_ cheſe who now join in 
ro init, nor did they join with them, * 
the —_ affairs were more fully altered, 

Bur that we do them no wrong, and may obviate what 
may fecm plaufible in =" , to theſe who are ynac< 
quair.zed with our affairs , all ſpeak a little to ewo 
particulars, whereof they make _—_ uſe to juftſfie-their 
xroteſtations. Thefirſtis, that many members' were ad- 

n i«tcd in theſe Aﬀemblics, who were guiley of a cooiſe of 
defeftion, in the watter of the Reſolutions f nog men- 
tioned, who Grrckhegaas incapeble tobe 
le che ftrong merit whereby rhey' tdy' to Oe the 

maple and heel -affeed to re party, = on which 
hs pare ava their emiſſions , to pr rc of 
their cauſc lieth, and do condemn thoſe hm tiſe 
they approved of theſe Reſolqtiqns. ' And therefore ny 


ſwer, 1. Albeit the confiderarion of the perſgns Ww Fl 
accuſe ” chief leaders in this defeRtion, might make thi 
(were th ages) bluſh to de - them vheapgh pable of 
ſucha arull, who for —_ years, er Prelates and 
pn Ceuta od to #4, Fownen 
an y, and promoters of pie 

were not; Yet weeruft, 'wharhath <p re Mer in Ph 
of theſe Reſolutions, and againft their Remonfſtrance, will 
break this ſnare, and clear where the defeftion Sycth.- And 
ſo theſe Refolutions'being found to have beeg. w19 any, 
the wholeSuperſtrutuxe muſt fa}l. 2, Thele Refoliid 
(what ever they were) were rp md could he Fa 
cially found to be a defe&ion, tilthe Aſſembly.) Fer 


tute and cognofcrd thereupon , and St t 

not inflit fueh! a cepfire on fo manyormer ST 
Biders," « their cauſe way tried Lt 
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tq Kmored(as our hen nd ori cuſtom) 
& judged by che Aſembly, and ifrhey-were found culpa- 
the ly was free-co inflit what cenſure they de- 
Eryed,;. And our Brethren, kaow that. iu che Aſſerobly, 
a 64%. ;ſuch an exception was noe accounted relevant in this 
Church, te; kigder members of 'a'precedinz Com-niffon, 
from ſitting as members in the ſucceeding Aſſzmbly, and to 
voice (except in the matter of their oxn proceedings to be 
tried and judged) until an account were taken of thcir pro» 
ceedings; And ifthey (hould have been remoyed before, we 
{ce notbur our Brethren who continued in' oppolicion £0 
them, ſhould alſo have been removed with them, that the 
Aſſembly might have jadged of bath; though the Aſfembly 
did fecely. allow ſuch as ware oppolite ; £9: the Reſolutions, 
co fit and reaſon, and voice according to; their: judgement in 
theſe matters, when the Commiſſion was removed. x; What 
ever may be.laid of theſe Reſolutions, and the Aſſemblicy 
approbation thereof, yer it was but one aft; and we believe 
one a& (ſuppoſe ankgl doth; nt make void and null, 
the Authority, of . a judicatorie to afl effeRts; otherwiſe 
all judicatorics 'mighceafily be overturaed. 4." We deſire 
it may be confidered,how.deep our Brethrens principle will 
draw. For if theſe mens being in a courſe of defeftion 
(as is fuppeſed) do render the judicatorie unlawful where 
they are admitted, and oblige mcn'not to join with them in 
that judicatorie;z Then by parity of reaſon they muſt alſo ' 
overturn all inferiour Church-judicatories, whereof they 
are members; nor mult they join in theſe with them. Nay 
we ſee not how their principles will allow chem to- join 
with themin any lawful a& of Religion and worſhip,more 


in,an ; > e I. i P1170 [ = 
ke pox: thing they alleage is,.. That Presbycerics were 
prelimited ia their due elefion of Commiſſioners to' the 
Aſſembly 16 51. by a Letter of the Commiſſion ſent to them, 
appointing ſuch Brethren as after conference remain wane 
fatished with, and continge to eps the publike reſplart- 
on4, tobe cited to The gareral embly : Anſw.1. Thigſay- 
eth nothing againſt th bly 1652, where ag 
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' known in this Church, that ſuc 
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tains 509 banio; nab Rt 
itati 2r2, & yet they proteſted. 
limitations were, & yet ny grape 
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at their con'ciences canaot but tell them, that any 
.as (ro ſay nathing co the, matter, of, chem, relacdng to the 
publike r:ſolutions) were ſp far from being-pas In. execugi- 
on, that they wece whally laid aſide, and the CommilGan of 
the Alſemvly ac St, Ardrews and Dundie, did at a meeting 
and conference with them, earneſtly preſſ: and ;intreat they 
would join wich them in the enſuing aſſembly ; , which 
they refuſed to do, upon the account of the: Reſolutions 
(even thoagh the ſubje& matter thereof , and fo all occa- 
ron of d:bite about them, was then exctinR) and becauſe 
that Aiſ:mbly had a dep-ndence upoa the former, they had 
proteſted againſt, an1 had appoinr-4d time and. place there- 
of, albzic ſe ally ch. y could no other way have accefſe to 
keep a new im ly, but by vertue of the former indiion 
and appointment. 2. We think it ſtrange our b 
ſhould b: again? all prelimitations in th: mucter of confti- 
cuting aſſemblies, and that taking ſuch courſe as the Come 
miſſon then took, about emergent ſcandals, or errors, 
ſhould cender an alſ:mbly null and unlawful. We may ſay 
ic, in our conferences with alur brethren we have founi1 
them averſe from joining in an aſembly wich us, withour 
both prelimicacions and pre-ingagements. And it is not un- 
h courſes as thit of the Com- 
miſſion have bene followed, without any ceflexion upoa the 
freedom of affemb'ics. Aud topaſſe other inſtances which 
may be, and ire elſewhere produced, we ſhall pitch on that 
parallel ofthe Commiſion 2648, Wherein ſome of our bre- 
thren had the chicfhand, Is which by exprefſe acts, The Com- 
miſſion earneſtly recommends to Presbyteries,to fake ſpecial notice 
and trial of every Brothers carriaze in the publike buſineſt ; 
That if any be frmnd that d1 wt declare themſelves againſt the 
preſemt malig1ant cour(euor come with their brethren, in the cam- 
mon reſolutions againſt it, nor g've pulike infarmation to the 
praple, that they be referred to the next general afſensbly; af 
em h toc already 4eclared for it, that they be preſently 


ky, of th | 
bo a4, Here we will not only find a parallel to that 


done bythe: Commiſſion 165 t«. but ſomewhat that gg" 
' yond 
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-yond them: Here, wet $39 filent or joined not with 
theirbr;thren, nor Informed the le, were referred to 
the peneral aſſembly. The commiſlion 51. did not meddlle 
at all with ſich, nay, nor with their continued diffatisfafH- 
on after conferetice, it they did not aftively oppoſe, d'by 
cheir preaching and other aftings, obſtruft the execution of 
the Reſolutions for defence of the Nation. Here, ſuch as 
declared themfelves, were to be preſently cenſured by Pres- 
byteriesz but the Commiſſion 51. did ovly appoint i 


poſers after reference to be citedto the general Affembly, 
that they might be accountable for their carriage , as t 
Commillion was for their proceedings, and that they mi 
oſecute (if they had any thing to ſay) theſe libels they 
ad emitted, againſt the judicatorics and their praceedings, 
From which it is clear, that the Commiſsicn uſed more 
' tenderneflc in that caſe, then was uſual and approven for- 
merly in this Church. If aur brethren (as they do) re- 
curre to this, that the proceedings of the Commiſſion 1648. 
were right upon the matter as theſe in the 51x, were not, and 
fo the caſes are different : Wekope what hath been ſaid'of 
theſe reſolutions, will refute that imputation and clear there 
is a parity till. And haweyer, we belicve that matters of 
formality in conſtituting judicatories wuſt be ſtill the ſame 
inall matters, and what ever may be concluded from the 
matter, as to one at of the Judicatorie, yer it cannot be 
fimply null, if it proceed in form, but according to former 
aprrovenſpraftices. . 3.1t would, be imparrtially confidered 
what effe& that Letter had as 'to prelimit ,the-affembl 
in the eleftion of its members, wherein we hope the nulli- 
ty of the allegeance will ſufficiently appear. For 1. It is 
known that Letter was ſent but to a very few Presbyteries;& 
theſe (moſt of them) after their cle&tions were paſt. 2; It 
needed not to be ſent to many for that .end they mention 
(viz. toprelimit them in their elefions) for many Presby= 
tcries had none at all of their judgemepramong them,and o- 
therg very few, and however Joy have emitted to the world 
an account oMfonie in moſt of Presbyteries of chetr judgment, 
yet when they reckon again,they will find they bave wrong 
c 
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ed (ome, whom they narhe as uhelrs,' and yet to this di 
they continue a that 
noc make ſuch an account thenof many, as may do: 
now; {mce divers taking advantage ol the rtimes,and ſorking” 
their own intereſts, have fallen to them. $3. Whatocver 
they ay of the Commiſſions deed, or their ative pretimiras'! 
tlons thereby ; yer - ſhall affert there was any paſfive 
prelimitation, either of Presbyreries in eieQAing , or the 
Aﬀemblies admitting of fuch ro be members (in which cafe 
only it can plead the nullicy of the Adembly) we may bold- 
ty declare that they ſpeak againſt clear truth ; for nowith» 
Randing that letter, the moſt part of the moſt ative oppo» 
fers were choſen by Presbyrterics, and admitted and afted in 
that aſſembly , till it pleaſed chemſelves to proteſt and leave 
it. Yea,further, to this paſſve prelimiration of Pregby= 
ecries, will firike not only againſt the Commiſſion, but again - 
all the Presbyteries of the Land, as unfaittifull and gs 
of their truſt, which were too heavy a charge againſt a Na- 
tionall Church. The truth is, the carriage both of the Com-« 
miſſion, Presbyterics, and Generall Aſemblie doth make it 
clear, there was no prelimitation intended, nor praftifed in 
elefing members to, nor admitting them to fit in the Gene- 
rall Aﬀembly ; for they not onely might , bur were aQtually 
choſen and admitted in it. Only (as is faid) the Commiſſion 
thought ir tir they ſhould be cited thirher, and that however 
might a&and vote in other things, yet the Commiſſion: 
and they ſhould be tried together in that debate , which we 
believe any unbyaſſed Chriſtian will judge to have been 
their duty , and very far from prelimiting of the Aſſembly, 
and an irrelevartt ground, on which they ſhould have made a 
rent,and fuch an inlet of confuſion upon this Charch,as hath 


followed thcreupon. - $ 33. 


Having ſo briefly as might confiſt with perſpicuiry, lai 
open the true State of the controverſie berwixt our Brethren 
and us, and the reſſe of our publique differences, cill 
it care to a ſtate e by their Proteſtations; we ſhall 
now (irt purſaance of the ſecond head propounded) give a 
brict accounit of ſome conſequences and' praftices that have 
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followed upon this rupture. It may be, and is the matter of 
our ſad lamentation before the Lord, and we might pour 
out abundance of complaints in the boſomes ot ſympathyung 
Chriſtians, who ever were teniuble of the mercy of a Chur- 
ches enjoying the ſweet of harmony ,, 'that by theſe divilions 
fad prejudices have redounded to the Kingdom of C -brift 
among us, that the work of the Goſpel is exceedingly retar- 
ded thereby, Atheiſm and irreligion increaſed, truc Religion 
and godlineſs expoſed to hatred and reproach,becaule of the 
carriage and way of many who protfelled it, the authority 
of Church» judicatories enervate and rendred contempti- 
ble; their meetings, which ſome times were a reviving:now 
turned into occafions of grief to the lovers and frier ds of 
Church-Government and order yea, and the work of pur, 
ging (which our Brethren do ſo much. call for) exceeding] 
retarded and obſtrufted. But leaving theſe before the on 
who alone can apply an effe&ual remedy thereunto; we 
hold it our duty to give an account of ſome of our Brethrens. 
irregular prattices nay upon their renting from the. 
Judicatories ; whereby (as by the cites) it may: appears, 
what their. = and way in ob diftcrences is,.and it may 
be diſcerned what accellion they have to theſe ſad diſtempers 
formerly mentioned. | 

Their firſt courſe taken for carrying on their delign , and 
ſtrengthaing their faQtion, and which t!-cy ſet on foot ſhort, 
ly after theic hyſt prote(tacion,.-was , ; the convening of great, 
numbers of Miniſters;Elders,ProjeJours and ExpeRtants'from 
all parts of the Land'in exzrajudicial mectings.. Wherein 
afrer confeſſion of ſins and prayer,performcd indifferent!ly b 
Miniſters, Elders, or others in theſe great m:«inge, they id 
and.do proceed tg determination.of particulars, tending to 
the ſtrengthening of their cauſe, and enzaging of others in it, 
and do give equall powereo all prefent.in-voicing and deters 
mining in theſe matters of -moſt publique concernment, 
The Lord knoweth that we do from cur hearts ap prave; © 
the dugies of private. mprual edification, ;s hey ar <n joined 
in the word, and are recommendedand bouudcd byghe att. 
of our general Aſſemblics, with the conſe.it, and to Rood 

iking 
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liking then of all oar Brethren ; 2 we do account it not 


ſutable to the nature of theſe duties to make a noiſe of pro-= 
ſoſiag cur own praiſe thereof —_— But we do 
not ſee that our Brethrens way in theſe is at all agrecable to 
the Rule,nor confiſtent with the peace of any confiltute Na- 
tional Church. And particularly we cannot bur reſent in 
their way, 2. That they ſhould make uſe of theſe religious ex- 
erciſcs,as a ſubſervient mean for carrying on theſe courſes, 
which we hope by what is ſaid will appear to be moſt un- 
lawful in themſelves. 3. That by giving our themſelves in 
theſe meetings. as the generality of the godly throughout 
the Land, or delegates in a fort from them; they do caſt an 
imputation the bulk of the National Church beſide, 
who are againſt their way, and do not joyn with them in 
theſe courſcs,as not only wrong in that matter,bur as not god- 
ly, ſome very few excepted. Which as we know to be a molt 
falſe imputation ; (not many of theſe, of any rank, who 
owned the cauſe from the beginning, going _ with 
them:) So it isan evidence of a ſtrange diviſive and ſepara- 
ting ſpirit in our Brethren. 3. That they ſhould take upon 
them in theſe meetings to determine matters of greateſt 
ry er ed both in 


Importance alread State and Church, 
( as the firſt time theſe > yn, upon by both, 
mentioned in the matter of the cance, were expreſly 


condemned, was in their firſt meeting of this ſort) for not 
only doth it refle& upon the eſtabliſhed judicatories, as not 
worthy to be truſted in theſe things : bur neither have they 
any power of themſelves to determine in theſe things, nor 
have the generality of the godly whom they ro 
repreſent, power to authorize them for that unlefle 
they will joyn iffue with fifth Monarchy-men, in their opi- 
nions concerning the power of Saints. 4. That by their 
determinations in thoſe mectings,ſo contrary to truth, and the 
received principles of this Church, and the reſults and pra- 
Qices that flow from them, and all under the name of che 
generality of che -godly; they expoſe piety to hatred and 
contempt nagh oy while as men ſee pretenders thereunto 
fabſurd and ds 4 opinions and praQticer = 
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this means (we may ſay It with * NO impiety and irreli- 
gion have ſpread more within theſe few years, than of a long 
time formerly 

Their next courſe for carrying on their work, was the 
ereting of the pretended Commitlſion from the generall 
Aſſembly, 1650. as ſtill in force, becauſe of the pre:ended 
nullity of the Afemblics char have ſuccieded thereunto, 
The ſetting up of this Commillion was one of the reſults of 
their fiſt extrajudicial meeting, in October, or November, 
1651. At which time, what they had agreed upon in their 
meeting, concerning the cauſes of wrath, and the overtur- 
ning of the ſetled reſolutions of State and Church , was 
publiſhed as the deedof that Commiilion, hereby ſuppoling 
to add authority thereunto but in effeX branding this 
Church as infamous; while as they who pretend to have 


. ſupreme power therein for preſent, and give out themſelves 


to be the only men who have adhered to the principles 
of the Church of Scotland, do make null and void all the 
publike Tranſa&ions concluded in the view of the world, 
do maintain ſuch inconſiſtent principles, and do retra& and 
condemn theſe things,which were held out as the conſtane 
tenour of the Churches concluſions and declarations. 

As this was the firſt AR of that pretended Commillion ; ſo 
they have fince from time to time,adjourned and voted the 
continuance of that power as ſtill in force to this day. And 
albeit (for any thing we know) they have no authentick 
Copie of their Commiſſion, whereby they might know their 
power, what is intruſted tothem, and the number which 
makes a Duorum z yea, albeit not only that Commiſſion 
was legally expired at the day of the meeting of the next 
Aſſembly, which convened in the year {4 651. Butalbeir 
the generality of the Members thereof did give up their 
Commiſſion and proceedings to be tried in that Afembly, 
and were accordingly approved, and a new Commilſion 
given (as was alſo doneat the Aﬀembly thereafter, 1652. ) 
yet our Brethren being but a ſmall wage of the members 
of that Commiſſion, upon a pretence of the nullity of theſe 
Aſſemblies, did judge upon the validity of their = _ 
tations 
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teſtations againſt them, and ſet themſelves down as a Com- 
miſſion, which (for any thing we know) may be a perpetual 
court; ſeeing they alledec th tinuance of their power til! 
the next free and lawful general Afembly,and none ſach can 
be had ſo long as they pleaſe to proteſt againſt it, even albeit 
the Presbyteries and generalicy of the National Church 
ſhould own it, as they did at both theſe contraverted Aſſem- 
blics. We know not what can be, it this be not an uſurpa- 
tion upon the liberties of the Church ; when ſome of theſe 
who are intruſted with a deligate power till the next Aﬀſem- 
bly,do make themſelves perpetual Prelates, and ufurp a ne- 
gative voice over the Presbyterics, and their Commiſſioners 
met in a general Aſſembly ; yea, and over the major part of 
theſe intruſted with them ; and ſo do caſt all who ought to 
call them to an account, that they may ftill continue in 


power. 

A third courſe taken by our Brethren to make and keep a 
party and faRion, is their way of celebrating Communions, 
and obſerving of publique Faſts : Albeit the general Aſſem» 


bly in the year 16 45. dideſtabliſh an Order for uniformity 


and preventing of confuſion in the celebration of that Sacra- 
ment, wherewith this whole Church then reſted well fatis- 
fied ; Yet lince our diviſions, our diſſenting Brethren have 
taken up a new and irregular way. To omit their way of ad- 
mitting perſons who come from other Congregations , they 
do not now uſually celebrate that Ordinance, but they have 
a great many (fix or ſeaven, and ſometime double,.or more) 
of Miniſters gathered to it , whoſe Congregations (moſt 
art) are left deſtitute of Preaching that day ; great con- 
uences from all - che Comury many Congregations 
| | onevery irs bo their BOTNE 
which are Satxrday, the Lotds day, and Mundey). maty « 
eMiniſtersdo Preach ;ſuccelſiyely ons after. ariother, ſo 


that three or four,, and ſometime more, do preach. at their 
preparation, and as many on the:.Mundqy 


following Brim 


Lords day, ſometime three or four dq_ Preach 


ey 3 to. the aNion - befides,theſe who Preach to, the mul- 


Wi 


tudes of People that cannot be contained in the Church. 
a of Pcople tha Ea ontaincd in t| _—_— 
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Cainſ} thoſe Miniſters who will nox 
. courſes; ſounintereſſed obſerverg;do perceive a clear 


DM. ., violation of the Order 


Theſe praftices,as 
unanimouſly lie in this Church, and do occafion 


t animoſities and allenatiqn$ jo ſimple People, a- 
mitate theſe irr 


in all chis, to ſet up themſelves, as the only pious ;aftd nad 
lous people, worthy to be truſted and followed "in: Wa 
Iique differences. Which if It be'not an injury to that ſacred 
Ordinance, and an improving thereof (which is a bond of 
unity and communion) to be a o—_ to drive on and fixe a 
rent, letthe judicious and ſober judge. 

The like may be ſaid of their publique Fafis appointed 
by themſelves, and for cauſes which they emit withour the 
concurrence of the judicatoriess We ſhall not infiſt to clear 
how untrue many of their cauſes are upon the matter, (as 

ing in our publique differences contrary to the 


| judgement of this Church) nor to aſſert their wane of au- 


thority to appoint Fafts and determine the cauſes thereof, 
EXCept upon cauſes proper to the on where the 
Faſt is obſerved ; cſpecially upon cauſes as are other- 
wiſe determined by the ch judicatories. But ewo 
_ we cannot paſſe in this matter. 1* That a ftudied 
— ——— 

we con ©, as ma c 
he Argon bene them and hel Bri coffe 

c - Since our 

Church have been tender of a vifible rupture in the matter 
of publique Faſting; and therefore when our Brethren 


. would not concur with them fn that duty, they forbare to 


gations, ('yca and ſometime mapy in that ſame Congrega- 
on, 
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dion, diflatizfied with their way,are at work. And partly 
if we confader their way in theſe Faſts, even ſuch as they 
obſerve in their Communions; for they conveen many a 
Miniſters, and multitudes of people from all corners about 
to that work. 2. We are not a little confirmed in our ap- 
prehenſion of a defign in this, that our brethren do refuſe to 
1oyn in humiliations and faſts with us, and that moſt 

uncontraverted cauſes, ſuch as our dh 
contempt of the Goſpel, &c. Sometime they refuſed to joy 
in them, becauſe they flowed from the auth of the Alert 
blies which cannot own ; which we do look upon! 


, - 


brought 
the judicious and godly will perceive 
this not only to be unjuſt upon the matter, and an inj 


3 


s. We AO atanhes 
whatſoever 


(38) 

they pack up. We ſhall => point at ſeme- particulars of 

cheir atings, And . 

6. 40. s. Since this divikon in our Church, ſome Brethren 
within the bounds of 'a Presbyterie have creed themſelves 
as the only Presbyteric of that bounds, 'and for no intreaty 

- of the Synod: to which that Presbyterie is ſubordinate, 

will they beperſwaded to unite with the reft of their bre- 

thren within that bounds, for carrying on the common 
fairs of the Presbyterie ; but goon to this day to plan 

Gopgregations as they pleaſe. And by their continual pro» 

, teffations againſt the Synod, and counter-aftings to their 

determinations, do fruſtrate all the Synods endeavours for 

tying any abuſe, 

2, It is a thing moſt ordinary with our brethren, to ob- 

de- Minifters upon congregations, ſometime contrary 

'tothe mind of the whole congregation, ſometime of the 

greater part thereof, upon the call only of ſome very few 

and inconſiderable part of that congregation, whom they 
are pleaſed to- call the godly in the congregation : yea, 
ſometime Minifters of other Presbyteries do ufprp .power 
to put'In/a Minifter, not only ws the hearts of the con= 
Pregation, but of the whole yeerie £o which that 
Congregation is ſubordinate. And they do not only thruft 
in Miniſters thus in a forcible and violens way , but they 
do it where the congregation is already orderly planted 
with an able and godly intrant. bits ' «mn 
$.4.2, 3. Theſe irregularities not ſufficing to firengthen their 
fation, ſome of them went a further length, and pro- 
curedan order concerning, the maintenance of Intrants to 
the Miniftry, to be allowed by Commiſſioners appointed 
for that effet. Wherein,.Scor/and being divided into five 
Provinces, no Intrant was 'to have: any ſtipend: aHowed 
hitn, without a Certificate from (atleaſt) four of Minifters 
_ named for the reſpe&ive Provinces where the 
r was to'be planted. And however ſome few were 

wamedas Certifiers who diffcred from them in judgement z 

yet they conveyed the 4natter ſo, abin no one Provigce 

there were'a chmpetentmumber of them-to 'give Teſtimony 
to 


cf 
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to any Intrant, though as 7 been-free to a& ina courſe 
fo deftruQive to the order and government of this Ehurch z 
yea, in oneof the Provinces (and that the largeft) there 
were ſo many named,as were a competent number of theſe 
who had ſeparate from the communion of this Charch 
from whom little favour could be expefted to men cordial- 


© ly adhering to the Presbyrerial Government, and the pro» *' 


curers of that order teftified ſmall affe&tion thereuato, by 
endeavouring to put that truft in the hands of ſuTh. 

4. Ourbrethcen doftrike at the very being of Prebyte- 
rial government, and make eyery perſon or inferior jJudi- 


catorie his or their own Supreme Judge, while as they des 
ny the ſubje&ion and ſubordination of perſons to judicag 


tories, and of inferiour judicatories to ſuperiour, in the. 


matters of government and diſcipline. But when a man 
is queſtioned for an uncontroverted fault, if he pleaſe to 
appeal to a free general Aﬀſembly (which we know not 
it ever we may have in their judgement, had we never ſo 
many) he looks upon that not only as a =_ defence gi- 
ving him liberty co bring his bufinefſe to an hearing again, 
before the Jags-ompetemts bud as a ſufficient warrans 
to go on in his courſe. Likewiſe ifany concluſion ofan in- 
feriour judicatorie, be brought by appeal before a ſuperior 
Court, and if their proceedings be judged irregular and 
unjuſt, they do preſently appeal, and upon that, go on 
to._counter-a& againſt any ſuch determinations. _This 
praQtice, in matters of diſcipline and government was ne» 
ver heard of in this Church, nor we believe in any Church 
where the Officers and confticution thereof were acknows+ 
ledged to be agreeable to the Word of God. But whates 
ver the, Superior judicatory might. do.as they, would be 
anſwerable, hotwithftanding an appentes et the ap» 
pealler and inferiour did alwayes ſubmit and filt cheic pro» 
ceedingy, till their cauſe was heard and tried; Otherwiſe, 
it were in vain to think of a remedy by a ſuperiour judica« 
tory, eſpecially, when our Brethren have learned a way to 
caſt all Supreme Afﬀemblies, till they be-ſure-rhey- be of 
teat 


their mind, -/ 
s, What 


> 
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, What ever our Brethren ſpeak of purging , yet 
Fg themſelves very irregular and partial in:that work. 
beit we have beca moſt tender of them, and fince the A 
bly at St. Andrews and Dundie have never cenſured an 
the account of the publike differences ; yer when in 
tion is given in againſt any of them as ſcandalous and inſuf- 
ficlent, they decline all trial of the matter, and ſometinie 
for that decline the judicatories as corrupt. But their 
proceeding againſt any of our judgement, where they have 
power, is moſt diſorderly : For they caft out men at their 
pleafure (and none bue ſuch as otherwiſe differ from them in 
publike' matters) having nothing real or relevant againſt 
them z ſome of them being men, who when they joined 
with them for a time, were good enough in their account. 
And when thoſe who are cenſured have recourſe to fuperiour 


em for redreſs 3 our brethren by their p tions 


appeals do keep their cauſe from being heard,and by their 
counter-afings (yea,ſometime - tuary wayes of ſome 
of their followers,abufing theſe whom they unjuſtlycenfured, 
and affronting Miniſters who execute the Synods aQts in their 
favours) do leave poor men under op » without any 
ty of a remedy in an orderly way. 

Fifthly, (to add no more ) Our Brethren have ſtudied to 
on their defign by reproaches and calumnics fpread of 

thoſc who are te unto them : have publiſhed to 
the world in print, that this National Church ts guilty of a 
defeQtion from the Covenant and cauſe of God, many emi- 
nent ſervants of Jeſus Chriſt are branded as authors and 


niftry are cried out upon as z we are traduced as 
poſite to the purging out of ſcan and inſufficient Mi- 
nifters, yea, the judicatorics are accounted unworthy of 


controverſies, and 
may be after hintedat) we only ſay. 1, As ſome of 
afpcrfions are (we hope) whe ol; by ow ceatg 


Tan) 
vis iired of the rang Gate hichtey hon ble 
our charge ; ſo the reſt of them not being the cauſe of their 
firſt rent, cannot warrant them to continue in it, And of all 
of them we may ſay, that we hope no judicious Chriſtian will 
like"their cauſe the betcer, that they are ſo oft put to make uſe 
of perſonal reflexions and calumnics to defend it. 2. What 
ever be the clamours they raiſe of the general corruption of 
the Miniſtry, yet they have been oft putto it, and ſolemnly ob- 
reſted tocondeſcend upon particular perſons and their ſcan- 
dals,” that they mighr be tried ; yet for moſt they have 
alwaics declined it, which is a cleer evidence of a defign in iz, 
10 keep themſelves in the general. 3. We have ofttimes told 
our Brethren, that their continuing in their way, doth obſtruft 
the work of purging, and rendereth the* Au hority of Church 
-judicatories contemptible z and we have affured them that if 
they will unite with us, we doubt not (through the bleffing of 
God) to purge the Church ſufficiently in as exa&t a way as can 
be delired according to juſtice. 4. Albeit our brethren neither 
do purge, nor will ſuffer us to try any of their judgement, yet 
weare not wanting in that work to our power, but have ex- 
a&tly tried perſons upon informations given in againſt them 
by our brethren, though oftrimes the reality or relevancy 
of their informations are not made to appear when to 
trial z others alſo we have in ſeveral places under and 
divers have been purged out in ſeveral parts of the Land. 4 
Having laid open fome of the (iniftrous courſes followed by &g, 6, 
our brethren for carrying on their deſign, and of the conſe- 
quences of this Rupture , We hold our ſelves obliged ( in 
proſecution of the third head prepounded) to give an account 
what have been our endeavours to prevent or heal this wofull 
Rupture 2: We need not here cxpreſſe what hath .been the 
affifion of our ſpirits before the Lord: becauſe of our condi» 
tion, and our deſires to him for curing thereof, nor what 
pains we have taken to lay before our brethren the evil of a 
ſchiſm, and how irrelevant their grounds were (ſuppole true) 
to bottome ſuch courſes upon. Nor ſhall we arrogate to 
our ſelves (in oppoſition to our brethren) that we could riot, 
as Chriſtians, look upon the wounds of our Mother, but with 
bleeding hearts ; and would pm our ſelyes moſt — 
| 0 
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of our truſts, if any private intereſt of our own ſhould binder 
an union ; or if we ſhould not ſtretch our ſelves to the utmoſt, 
(keeping truth and a good conſcience) to have our breaches 
made up, But this we may ſay as rational men, we were the 
greateſt of fools, it we did not thirſt and Jong after union 
upon right terms, conſidering that all we meet within ouc 
oppoſition to their courſes, is reproaches, and many ſad diſad- 
vanta2es our Brethren carrying on moſt of all their deſigns and 
courſes; and our endeavours to prevent or remedy them, being 
all ineffefual and to no purpoſe, but the exoneration of our 
own conſcicnces. 

That the finceri:y of our defires, and our reall endeavours 
for obtaining union may appear, we ſhall only point at three 
particulars. ; 

Firſt, Albeit we continued in our diffatisfaftion with their 
principles and ways,and wanted not competent Church-power 
generally throughout the Land, to have reached them with 


* cenfares, and did meet with greateſt provocations from them 


dayly; yet (as we have faid) fmce the Aſſembly 1658. we 
have never cenſured one ta this day upon the account of the 
publique diffcrences. Nay, we hope it will appear to theſe 
who have obſerved us and them, that we have forborn to ren- 
der themevill tor evill, or railing for railing. 

Secondly, As we' have forborn to give any irritation 
which' might alienate our Brethren , and make them more 
averſe from peace; ſo our inclinations to accommodation 
with them were not at all extorted from us by reafon of any 
diſadvantages and prejudices we ſaitaindthraugh our brethrens 
irregularitics and their ſuccefſe in 'them. But all along from 
the beginning, oat of our reſpeRt to the peace of our Mother- 
Church, and affe&ion to our brethren, we were moſt tender 
and careful in ſtudying to prevent a rupture, and in ſtudying 
wo bind up our breach when they had necdle(ly made it. ' We 
have already declared what the Commillions tendernefſe was 
In the matter of the Remonſirance , the firſt ſibje& of our 
differences. Our brethren know what pains was taken in 
conferences, before the Afſembly at Dundee to give them fatif- 
faftion in the matter of the Reſolutions, and how it was defi- 
1ed, chat if they could not be ſatisfied, yer they would bue 
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forbear to oppoſe, and aAivels 2 the execation there 
of; but all to no purpoſe: It is alſo known how unſeaſonably 
and abruptly they ye in their firſt proteſtation and declina- 
tour ; and thereafter immediately did not only deſere the 
Aſſembly, bur left the place of their meeting, retiring to their 
own homes : So that the Aſſembly could have no opportuni 
to confer with them, that they might fall upon amicable 
ways,to take them off that divifive courſe. Shortly after that 
Aſſembly, when the condition of affairs was ſoaltered, as they 
needed apprehend no pre judice,had the judicatories been never 
ſo violent, ſome of us did deal with ſome of them , that they 
would forbear to proſecute their proteſtations, by counter-a&- 
ings,or following anyirregular courſe,but would let the matter 
lie for a time, if ſo be ſpirits of men might now be calmed, 
and there might be a healing of that rupture. But inſtead 
of hearkning thereunto,they proceeded immediately to convene 
in their extrajudicial meetings, tocreR their pretended Com- 
miſſion, and to publiſh ſuch things to the world, and fall upon 
ſuch irregular aftings as did widen the breach, and afford us 
too juſt ground of fear, that nothing would ſatisfie them un- 
lefſe they had all their will;-and were inveſted with chief 
wer to manage all Church matters and govern the whole 
hurch. Thereafter in May 1652. ata meeting of correſpon- 
dents from Synods, it was defired that they would joyn in the 
Aſſembly ſhortly after enſuing, ſeeing the Aſſembly only could 
apply a fit - effeftual remedy for curing of that breach. 
Bu they did not only refuſe to hearken to this deſire, but fcat- 
tered their papers throughout the Land (ſome whereof are {ince 
publiſhed in Print) perſwading not only thoſe who had pro- 
teſted againſt the former Aſſembly, but all who were not ſati- 
fied with the publique Reſolations, not to joyn in eleQing or 
being cle&ed Commiſſioners tothis Aſſembly: a dehire ( be{ide 
the iniquity thereofupon the matter}moſt diviſive & deſtruftive 
to Church unity, and contrary to the Apoſtles rule, of keeping 
unityin a bond of peace, where there may be differences in 
judgement about ſome particulars; as we are perſwaded 
and rational men will perceive and judge : And albeit 
they did refuſe tojoyn with us, yet that Aſſembly being con- 


behaving 


9.4 


/ 


? '\ Gs 
behaving themſelves ſo in that matter, as we have no pleaſure 
to repeat) did not caſt off thoughts of peace,but made an Over, 
tu.c to them for peace, wherein all they required was (not re- 
rraQting of their judgements, nor an acknowledgement of the 
offence they had given by their praXices, which yet had for- 
merly been required of men who had not done ſo great difſer- 
vice to the Church, but) only that they would for peace fake, 
afſe from their proteltations and declinatures which had 
made ſuch a breach upon Church-Government, and led fo bad 
a preparative for atty who ſhould pleaſe to-trace their ſteps, 
(as a combined party of ſome Miniſters formerly deſfoſed did 
in part at that ſam: Aſſembly) and that they would forbear to 
keep up debates upon the matters of our pablique differences as 
tholc "i the Aſſembly were alſo content to do. But onr bre- 
thren did not (o much asonce hearken to this Qverture, but ut- 
terly rejefcd ic as hoping toſpeed better another way in their 
deligns, as indeed they did, 'ſome particulars whereof arc 
touched formerly. 
Thirdly, Though our Brethren after that time put us our 
of all hopes of peace, and by their irregular aftings and in- 
deavours to ſubvert the Government of this Church for ſome 
years, and by divers means and ways did give unto us matter 
of ſad mowning before the Lord, and ſeriouz apprehenfions 
of the reſule of their prafices and ways: Y*tas union was ſtill 
in our heart and delires to God both in publique and private, 
ſo we continued in our moderate way of bearing theirinjurious 
reproaches, and forbearing to irritate themby any cenſures ; 
though ſometime the judicatories were neceſſitate fortheir own 
exoneration, nakedly roanſwer their reproaches, and declare 
their diflatisfaftion and xo-approbation of their irregulari- 
ties. And when we were hopeleſſe of curing our publique 
differences, at leaſt till we had a general Aﬀembly ; yet confide- 
ring the many diſorders following apon theſe ; #/ endwory wc 
did at meeting it» Zune 1655, propound ſome Overtures to our 
brethren, for preventing the total- ſubverſion of Church-Go- 
vernment by theſe diforders, till an Aſſembly might meet, 
which were reje&ted by them. Thereafter when they did pro» 
tetſe a defire of union (which how and upon what account it 
came on foot among them, themſelves beſt know) and accor« 
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dingly there was a meeting and conference for that effe&,” In 
N.vember 16545. We gladly laid hold of the opportunity, and 
laying aſide all prejudices, did ſtretch our ſelves to the utmoſt 
(keeping truth and a good conſcience) to gain them if poſlible, 
to an union in the judicatories of the Church. The Papers 
which paſſed 2t that conference are in the hands of divers, and 
will ſpeak for themſelves, and (we are confident) will plead 
for us in this matter in the judgement of diſcerning and un+ 
byaſfſed men. The particulars of our condeſcentions are too 
large to be here related. Only let this ſuffice in brief ; In or- 
der topeace and union, it was offered, that (whatever was-our 
own judgement of the cenſures inflited upon any by the afſem- 
blie at St. Andrews and Dxndee, yet) we were content thatall 
theſe cenſures ſhould be taken off, and that in ſuch a way as 
might nei.her refle&t upon the Aſſembly, nor our Brethren, or 
us 3 Thar any Aﬀs ordaining cenſures becauſe of theſe matters 
ſhould be ſiſted till an Aſſembly, wherein we ſhould endea» 
vour the abrogation of them; that in our after-joynt-aftings, 
we (hould abſtrat from all reflexion upon by-paſt differences z 
that as to the matter of the Refolutions,and the two controver» 
red Aſemblics ; however we could not in our con{ciences cans 
demn, nor be conſenting to the'annuliing thereof, yer: we-did 
not urge them-to renounce theic own judgement in cither; of 
theſe ; nor that they ſhould paſſe from their Proteſtations as a 
ſtanding Teſtimony of their judgements (whatever we judged 
hey ought to do) but were content that theſe Reſalutigns 
and Afrs and declarations concerning the ſame ſhauld-.never 
be urged againſt them as the definitive. : judgernent ' af: «his 
Church to any effe&t; that the authority of theſe Aſſemblies 
ſhould not be urged againſt them z that (howeyer we doubxed 
not of the lawtull conſtitution thereoh, yer) enſuing Aſſemblies 
ſhould be conſtitute according to the conſtitution of general 
Aﬀ/emblies preceding our differences z and that we would 
not bind them up, if they pleaſed, from propounding reaſons 
to any enſuing Aſſembly againſt the publique reſfoluctons, 
though we judge they would never be able to bring any ſuth- 
cient reaſon againſt them : Only we detfired they wonld noc 
urge is to renounce our judgements in condemning. thefe-Re- 
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blics 3 and that they =_ declare that they ſhould not at any 
time hereafter make uſe of theſe proteſtations in any judicatory 
to call in queſtion and annull the conſtitution and authority of 
thicſe Aflemblics, ſo long as the authority thereof was not 
urged againſt them 3 which if they did not grant, we could 
not but foreſce the ruine of the Government of the Church; 
We did alſo {beſide other particulars) offer unto them, that 
not only ſhould Synods take their determinations Into a ſe- 
cond conſideration, concerning the _—_— plantations of 
Churches by our brethren, but ſhould follow amicable ways 
ef arbitration by judicious brethren of 0th, JpEprns ante- 
cedently to the Synods recognition. As alſo that we ({hould 
concur with them in all effefual and orderly ways for purging 
out any inſufficient or ſcandalous Miniſters. 

We hold it not neceffary to diſcourſe upon theſe our conde- 
cenſors,” ſeeing we hope it will appear, we did ſtand upon 
nothing which might conſiſt with the ſafety of Presbyterial 
Government, and with the fimple not condemning of our 
own judgements in the matters of our publique ditferences, 
which (with more alſo) we did allow to our brethren. Nor 
{ball we dive into the reaſons which moved them to decline 
union upon ſo: reaſonable terms, or whether ſome among 
them were bur too a&ive to keep off others who were moderate: 
We might alſo clear how little they (or at leaſt ſome of them) 
minded union all along, in that not only in the very time of 
the conference, they voiced and agreed upon the continuance 
of * their: pretended Commiſſion, 1650, and did refolve and 
conclade to Petition: the Council here, that power might be 
granted them to purge the Church; but in that all they ſee- 
med to concede, was qualified with this ambiguous Preface, 
Of reſerving the liberty of their judgement and prafiice in matters 
commoverted as may conſiſt with Truth «nd Peace ; upon which 
they would never give a clear Commentary though deſired 
thereunto. Bur leaving tkeſe, we ſhall briefly declare whac 
the particulars were upon which the union chiefly tuck, 

1, Our Brethren would not condeſcend to any union, unleſs 
the Aﬀes concerning the publike Reſolutions, were rendered of 
no effe&, ſo far as they do import or may be allcadged as tbe 
difinitive judgement of this Church concerning the ons 
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contained therein : Which, however they glofle the matter in 
conference, was in effeft, that we ſhould condemn theſe Reſo- 
lations is our judgements, and ſhould annul the authority of 
the Aſſembly which had determined them as the difinjtiye 
t of the Charch.. This is no conjefture of our own, 

t Clearly held our in their laſt Paper at that conference, 
wherein they complain of our nat granting of this, as ſuppo- 
fing and inferring not onely the conſtitution and authority of 
theſe Aſſemblies, but alſo (in ſhew and appearance) the ;ullee 
and equity of theſe Reſolutions. Whence any man may ga- 
ther, that to grant their delire was not at all oft any 
Authority of theſe Aſſemblies, but not to leave the leaſt ſhew 
of the juſtice and equity of theſe Reſolutions. Which if jt was 
to ſeek peace and union, and not rather that we ſhould be- 
tray and yield up our judgements and the truth (as we believe) 
let any judge, 

2. They would not unite, unlefſe an extrajudicial Com 
mittee of «qual members of both judgements were ſet up to 
manage the chief matters occuring in our Church ; Which 
unto us was a caſting of the Government in a new Model, 
wholly overturning it, and enervating the Authority of Pres 
byteries and Synods, and allowing to our Brethren at leaſt a 
negative voice in all matters. This we could not bur look 
upon as a way of Government not warranted by the Word, 
and more tyrannical than the yoke of Prelacy. And though 
the whole number had. been offered, ro be men of gur judge- 
ment, yet we could never hearken 9 a Propoſition 1o deſtcu» 
Aive to the Government of the Church, 

3- They declined alſo to engage themſelves to that ſub- 
mitſion to the Government, and to obſerys that ſubordina- 
tion of perſons:and: judicatories in matters of Diſcipline, 
which we were willing ſhould be mutual, And albeit were 
quired nothing but what is eſſential co Presbyterial Govern» 
ment, and that which the Aﬀembly, 2649. in the A& con- 
cerning the CXL. Propofitions, in the 9th head of Dofrine 
therein contained, doth approve z And albeig their former 
aQtings had given us juſt cguſe to. require the ſame might be 
ſecured for the future; they did wholly decline itz which 
was in effe& to make all union void ; for had we agreed L- 
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all chings beſide, yet when they pleaſed, they might have 
Repr out again at that door, and made the breach worſe, 

' We have thus briefly declared our mind in theſe matters of 
our differences, and given a true account of the conſequences - 
thereot, and of our carriage thereupon ; Not (the Lord know« 
eth) to render the perſons of our Brethren odious, nor to be 
an impediment to Linion ; bur onely for our- own vindica+ 
tion, and to prevent any prejudice to the-cauſe of ' God and 
Government of this Church, through our filence, now when 
they are ſo a&ive in proſecuting ſome defignes prejudicial 
thereunto. As wehave no greater ambition in the World, 
then to kave this Church united in the Judicatories thereof, 
In its former harmony and unity ; and as wedrive no parti 
cular intereſt, nor defire any thing but what tends to the com- 
mon good of this whole Clrarch, our Brethrens as well as 
ours ; So our hearts and armes are yet open and ready to em- 

brace them upon ſafe rerms, Providing they will not ſeek any 
thing irregular, and deftruttive to, or our of the channel of # 
the Government. We are perſwaded in our conſciences that 
| the diſcipline and government of this Church is agreeable to 
[ 


the Word, And wein this Nation are obliged by the-Qath of 
God to the maintenance thereof, and to continue therein all 
the daies of our life: And therefore we cannot recede from it 
in the leaſt, but are reſolved in the Lords firength to adhere 
thereunto. And as our Brethren art engaged with us in this 
Bond (which wakes their courſe 'the more ſad, andgrievous 
unto us z )' So we cannot bur expe to be encouraged, and 
countenanced in this Reſolution by the People of God in the 
ewo neighbouring Nations, who are bound by the ſame Oath 
of God to maintain the Diſcipline and Government, eſtabli- 
ſhed in this Church.” 'But if our Brethren will fill perfift in 
their irregular deſignes,and if it _ the Lord (for the fur- 
ther exerciſe of this poor Church Jto permit them to proceed 
In them, and to overturn yet more the Government they are 
bound te maintain ; We muſt leave the matter upon the Lord, 
and wait on him, contenting our ſelves that we have delivered 
our ſouls,and are notaccefſary nor conſenting unto any ſuch 
L deftruRtive innovations. 
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